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Purpose

(1) The purpose of the External Advisory Board (EAB) is to provide the PACE-Net Consortium Committee with independent, high-level and strategic advice on its efforts to advance Science & Technology cooperation between Pacific and Europe. They will overview the project and get a different role from Key Stakeholders (who are main actors and targeted group of PACE-Net).
(2) The EAB Members will also act as patrons and ambassadors for the PACE-Net project and its goals, in functions and on occasions, as deemed appropriate and as mutually agreed by the EAB and the Consortium Committee.
(3) The PACE-Net Coordinator will maintain as appropriate regular dialogue with the EAB during periods between meetings with action on any specific engagements being mutually agreed by both parties.
Composition
(4) In appointing the EAB, the Consortium Committee shall make its decision in accordance with the following criteria:

a. The EAB should consist of eminent ‘senior experts’ (two ‘senior experts’ should be nationals from Pacific area, and two should be national from European states) experienced in international S&T cooperation policy, specifically with regard to S&T cooperation between Pacific and Europe.  

i. In exceptional circumstances, should the Consortium Committee so agree unanimously, nationals from countries outside Pacific and Europe may be appointed to the EAB, irrespective of the provision of paragraph 3 (a) here above, provided that the size of the EAB remained fixed at three EAB Members. 
(5) Should EAB Members resign their position or be unable to continue serving as EAB Members, the Consortium Committee will appoint alternative EAB Member consistent with the provisions of these Terms of Reference.

(6) EAB Members will be appointed for the duration of the PACE-Net project.

Membership Protocol
(7) EAB Members will serve in their personal capacity and not as representatives of any specific organisations and any opinions communicated during their participation in EAB activities should be their personal opinions and not those of any organisations they may be affiliated with and which mandates shall not constrain or influence their participation in EAB activities. (Reminder: KS will act as representatives of their own institution/organisation)
(8) The EAB will have no executive or decision-making authority and will merely act in an advisory capacity. 

(9) No meeting for EAB Members is planned, but eventual costs related to their participation as foreseen in paragraph 11 here below shall be covered or reimbursed by the PACE-Net project.  These costs will include travel, and per diem allowance according to PACE-Net budget.
(10) The PACE-Net Coordinator will ensure the appropriate secretariat support is made available for all the EAB’s activities undertaken consistent with these Terms of Reference.

Role
(11) According to needs of the Consortium Committee, the EAB will review all Monitoring and Evaluation Reports prepared by the PACE-NET Consortium, in order to provide the Consortium Committee with a critical assessment of PACE-Net’s progress in advancing S&T cooperation between Pacific and Europe.

(12) Any other issues as deemed appropriate by the Consortium Committee, and agreed to by the PACE-Net Coordinator with the EAB members could be submitted for the EAB’s consideration.
(13) Outcomes of EAB will be collected by the European Project Manager and circulated to all PACE-Net Consortium Members to inform the consortium’s action, no later than 30 days after receiving documents.  
Governance
(14) Each member of the EAB is independent and his participation is required exclusively by the consortium committee.
Election of Members
(15) Each member consortium can suggest candidates for EAB with CV.

(16) Upon receipt of the nominations following the specified deadline in the call, the PACE-Net Coordinator, specifically taking into account the criteria detailed in paragraph 4 here above, shall prepare and submit to the Consortium Committee a ranked list of proposed EAB Members.
(17) .The consortium will select (vote with simple majority) members of EAB via web meeting if necessary.
General
(18) These Terms of Reference can be modified as agreed to in writing by the PACE-Net Consortium Committee with the incumbent EAB members.
These Terms of Reference was unanimously approved by the PACE-Net Consortium Committee on 1st of November 2010.

For the Consortium Committee: 

………………………………..

PACE-Net Coordinator

Amendments:

(Description of future amendments approved by the Consortium Committee and EAB Members.)
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